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Faulty radios put 
guards in danger 


way to communicate with other 
officers. 

“They could have ... raped me 
or killed me and nobody would 
have known,” said Gravitte, 
who resigned from the prison 
this year after four years on the 
job. “We need radios to work. 
Or people get hurt.” 

In interviews with the Obser- 
ver, more than a dozen current 
and former prison employees 
described a potentially life- 
threatening problem: The two- 
way radios that officers are 
issued often don’t work proper- 
ly, leaving them without a cru- 
cial safety tool. 


BY AMES ALEXANDER (>) MORE INSIDE 


AND GAVIN OIF Read N.C. prison officials’ full response to 
aalexander@charlotteobserver.com ; : : 
the Observer's questions about radios. 

goff@charlotteobserver.com Story, 5A 

Prison officer Sierra Gravitte 
found herself in a bind. that, the inmate approached 

She was the only officer inside Gravitte. 
a locked unit at Polk Correction- “T started backing up,” said 
al Institution, north of Durham, Gravitte, 28. “And I pulled out 
two years ago when she ordered my pepper spray and baton and 
an inmate into his cell. He re- said, ‘If you want to go, let’s 
fused. go.” 

Gravitte pulled out her radio The inmate didn’t attack 
to call for backup - but it Gravitte. But for about 15 min- 
wouldn’t work. Instead, the utes, she said, she was trapped 
radio emitted a beeping noise inside the prison block with 
signaling a low battery. Hearing about seven inmates - and no 


JOHN D. SIMMONS jsimmons@charlotteobserver.com 


Many N.C. prison officers say the two-way radios they are are issued 
often don’t work properly, leaving them without a crucial safety tool. 


The disclosures - made by April, five workers have died as 
officers who worked at nine a result of attacks inside the 
different prisons - come during prisons. 

a deadly time for North Car- 


olina’s prison employees. Since SEE RADIOS, 5A 


GOP tax 
plan now 


faces few 
hurdles 
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WASHINGTON 

Congressional Republicans, 
buoyed by the Senate’s approval 
early Saturday of a landmark tax 
overhaul, expressed confidence 
that final legislation would be 
sent to President Donald Trump 
by the end of this month. 

While the tax bills approved 
by the House and the Senate 
diverge in significant ways, the 
same forces that rocketed the 
measures to passage appear 
likely to bond Republicans in 
the two chambers as they work 
to hash out the differences. 

Republicans passed their 
sweeping tax overhaul through 
the Senate just before 2 a.m. 
Saturday, two weeks after the 
House passed its own measure. 
The Senate vote was 51-49, with 
every Republican but one - Sen. 
Bob Corker of Tennessee - in 
favor. Senate leaders locked 
down the necessary votes Friday 
with little drama, after making 
concessions to a handful of 
wavering Republicans. 

The plan to cut taxes by near- 
ly $1.5 trillion has flown through 
Congress in the month since a 
bill was introduced in the 
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Clemson fans make their feelings 
known Saturday morning during 
ESPN’s “College GameDay” at 
Romare Bearden Park. And on 
Morehead Street, the Wigington 
family’s tiger paw cookies were a 
tailgating highlight. 
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For coverage of the ACC Championship Game, 


go to www.charlotteobserver.com 


House, with Republicans united 
in their belief in the economic 
power of tax cuts and desperate 
for a legislative victory to ap- 


SEE TAX BILL, 10A 
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@ What Senate, House must reconcile, 20A 
@ Hasty, hand-scribbled tax bill draws 
outcry, 21A 

@ What to look for as tax bill nears finish, 
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